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The supporters of Robert Smith nominated him as a
bolting candidate; the Whigs made no nomination, but
supported Smith, who was elected.

A letter written by Mrs, Trumbull at Springfield,
December 16,1846, mentions the first election of Stephen
A. Douglas as United States Senator. "A party is to be
given in his name," she says, "at the State House on
Friday evening under the direction of Messrs. Webster
and Hickox. The tickets come in beautiful envelopes,
and I understand that Douglas has authorized the gentle-
men to expend $50 in music, and directed the most splen-
did entertainment that was ever prepared in Springfield."

A letter to Benjamin Trumbull, Sr., from his son of
the same name, who was cultivating a small farm near
Springfield, gives another glimpse of the family health
record, saying that "both Lyman and George have had
chills and fever two or three days this spring"; also, that
"Lyman's child was feeble in consequence of the same
malady; and that he [Benjamin] has been sick so much of
the time that he could not do his Spring planting without
hired help, for which Lyman had generously contributed
$20, and offered more."

May 13, 1847, Trumbull writes to his father that he
intends to go with his family and make the latter a visit
for the purpose of seeing the members of the family in
Michigan; also in the hope of escaping the periodical
sickness which has afflicted himself and wife and little
boy, and almost every one in Belleville, during several
seasons past. As this periodical sickness was chills and
fever, we may assume that it was due to the prevalence of
mosquitoes, of the variety awpheles. Half a century was
still to pass ere medical science made this discovery, and
delivered civilized society from the scourge called
"malaria."             then two and a half months old. It informs him also that
